
The Regional Growth Initiativeôs  
Urban and Rural Service District 
Boundary Committee Mission is: 

¶ to keep urbanized areas viable, 

¶ to protect farmland, open space 

and rural quality of life, 

¶ to preserve priority conservation 

areas, 

¶ to utilize existing infrastructure, 

¶ and to save costs through coop-

eration and efficiency. 

The Urban and Rural Service Dis-
trict/Urban Service Boundary 
(URSD/USB) Committee was cre-
ated in the Lansing, Michigan re-
gion to help implement TCRPCôs 
Regional Growth initiative. The 
Committee includes multiple mu-
nicipalities, who in 2010 held two 
stakeholder workshops and com-
pleted a survey on 
attitudes towards in-
tergovernmental col-
laboration.  Charged 
with analyzing and 
promoting  policies 
that coordinate urban 
and rural services, the 
Committee success-
fully obtained a grant in 2010 from 
the Land Information Access As-
sociation (LIAA) to complete an 
Urban Service Management 
Study. Through the work of this 
Committee, the mid-Michigan re-
gion now has an opportunity to 
promote shared public services 
and joint planning efforts while en-
suring the protection of rural and 
natural resources. 

 
During a one year process, LIAA 
and TCRPC staff worked with the 
URSD/USB Committee to analyze 
our regionôs development patterns 
and to better understand how to 

 
URSD/USB COMMITTEE MEMBERS:  

 

Chairperson: Susan McGillicuddy, Meridian Charter 
Township; Ingham County, Eaton County, Clinton 
County, The City of Lansing, The City of East Lansing, 
Delta Charter Township, Meridian Charter Township, 
Bath Charter Township, Windsor Charter Township, 
Williamstown Charter Township, Delhi Charter Town-
ship, Watertown Charter Township, the City of DeWitt, 
DeWitt Charter Township, the Village of Dimondale, 
Oneida Charter Township, the City of Grand Ledge, 
Lansing Charter Township, the City of Mason, Ingham 
and Clinton Agricultural Preservation Boards, and the 
Tri-County Regional Planning Commission. 

 
This Committee meets monthly in the greater Lansing 
area as an implementation activity of Regional 
Growth: Choices for Our Future initiative. 

 

 Please visit 
www.greaterlansingurbanservice.org  

 for more information 
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provide public services in a sus-
tainable way.  The Committee in-
vestigated the feasibility of an ur-
ban service boundary (USB) poli-
cy. A USB policy guides the public 
decision-making process for locat-
ing future public water and sewer 
services. An urban service bound-
ary can be a successful tool for 

managing urban 
sprawl. Such bounda-
ries allow a unit of 
government to public-
ly identify specific are-
as targeted for urban 
growth.  A USB policy 
suggests that areas 
beyond the boundary 

will not receive public infrastruc-
ture services. Municipalities typi-
cally enforce USBs by limiting wa-
ter or sewer services or not ex-
tending them to new development 
outside the boundary. 
 
The Urban Service Management 
Study process was dynamic and 
multi-faceted, and the Study pro-
vides clear strategies and next 
steps towards implementing a 
greater Lansing regional USB poli-
cy. These USB policy strategies 
are available for use by both urban 
and rural communities in our re-
gion.  

ñAn urban service bounda-

ry can be a successful tool 

for managing urban sprawl. 

Such boundaries allow a 

unit of government to pub-

licly identify a specific areas 

targeted for urban growth.ò 
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